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rather than as something to reach for and grab. Lettuce is
lettuce, but the child may be taught to look at it as some-
thing that tastes good, that is good for him because of the
minerals and vitamins and roughage it furnishes, or as some-
thing mother would be pleased to have him eat, rather than
something to be pushed away and avoided. One child
perceives a dog as something that is friendly and fun to
play with. Another child perceives the same dog as some-
thing that might bite him or knock him down. Naturally,
the responses of the two children to the dog differ. Per-
ceiving things in a certain way is due, in large part, to
learning. The child who sees a dog as a friendly creature
has had previous pleasant experiences with dogs, which have
modified his original idea of dogs to its present form.
Similarly, the child who perceives dog as something terrify-
ing has had previous painful experiences with the animal.
A great deal of early childhood experience which seems
to be obliterated may persist in some substratum of the
mind. There is some slight evidence that children learn
more readily in the primary school years certain foreign
words and expressions which they have heard in infancy.
Apparently, traces of early impressions are left even though
the conscious awareness of experience passes away quickly.
Thorndike calls attention to the importance of previous
experiences in his rule: 'Tut together things which you
want to go together." This does not imply that they are to
be put together two by two like the animals entering Noah's
Ark, but that they are to be associated as parts of a total
situation. Mealtime, for example, should be associated with
pleasant conversation, good nature, properly cooked food,
cleanliness, good manners, rather than with scolding, com-
plaining, burned food, noise, and untidiness. Seven o'clock
for the three-year-old child should, if possible, be associated
with good-naturedly going to bed, rather than with making
a fuss to stay up as late as possible. Certain places and
certain activities should go together: — the playroom with
boisterous or quiet play, the library where father is reading

